BEAU STAPLETON
Muti-instumentalist, composer and songwriter Beau Stapleton is in a new league of creative, young artists that access the traditional sounds and sensibilities of American roots music without being constricted to the preconceived boundaries of the folk idiom.  His aesthetics are rooted in southern Appalachian music but the results are far from conventional.  His touch on his instruments, most often mandolin, tenor guitar, guitar and a self designed axe he refers to as ‘an octave electric 5-string semi-hollow body mandolin’, are tasteful and soulful first and foremost, technical second.   

Beau Moved to Nashville from Vermont in 2002 to join Blue Merle. After releasing their debut album, BURNING IN THE SUN in February 2005, the title track quickly became a top five radio hit. The band headlined nationally and performed at such prestigious events as Lollapalooza, Bonnaroo Music Festival and Farm AID. Along the way they got to share the stage with an incredible array of acts including Neil Young, The Dave Matthews Band, J.J. Cale, The Counting Crows, and John Mayer. They made their national television debut on Jimmy Kimmel Live (ABC) and went on to perform on A&Es Breakfast With the Arts, Vh1's Save the Music and CBS Saturday Early Show. 

As a writer Beau again draws from folk roots but continues to push sonic boundaries into the realm of experimental soundscapes and rock timber as can be heard on his new solo ep ‘Will I Shine for You Still’ (2006, available on iTunes and through bluemere.com).  His songs have been published in ‘Sing Out’ magazine and have turned up numerous times on film and TV.  In 2004 Beau took 2nd Place in the bluegrass category of the prestigious Chris Austin Songwriters Contest at Merle Fest for the song “Rockabye Dixie” co-written with Abigail Washburn of Uncle Earl.

“Along with other creative young players such as Abigail Washburn, Casey Driessen, Noam Pikelny and Chris Thile, Stapleton doesn't let bluegrass boundaries or any other presupposed ideas of acoustic music hinder his aesthetic spirit.”  -The Tennessean
